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Abstract

The evolution of performing arts in Tamil Nadu intertwines with religious places of
worship. This paper examines the Bhavani Sangameswarar Temple for study. It is one of the
seven sacred Shiva abodes of the Kongu region and serves as a unique confluence of
architectural grandeur and artistic heritage of Tamil Nadu. The study analyses the dual
existence of 'Classical’ and 'Folk' dance forms as depicted in the sculptures of the temple with
the help of field research and textual data. The pillars portray the 'Thandava' postures of
Lord Shiva, which represent the classical tradition. They preserve rare folk depictions such
as 'Pinnal Kolattam' (braided stick dance), '‘Kumbi Kol Aadal’, and 'Komali' (clown/buffoon)
as well as grand structural temples. It highlights the cultural heritage of the Kongu region
and its historical links with Chera traditions. The article concludes that the sculptures of the
Sangameswarar Temple stand as evidence of historical heritage and affirms the development
and preservation of Tamil performing arts over the ages. Hence, this study documents the
artistic background of the temple by employing a descriptive methodology that focuses on its
history, worship practices, and related aspects.

Keywords: Bhavani Sangameswarar Temple, Performing Arts, Arts Sculpture, Folk
Tradition, Kongu Region.
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916 F F(H&HHLD

SLOD LT ]SIT [BIBLLS 5% FH6WV UTVT DTS/ FLOUILD LOMMYLD ULPILITL (B HV/BISHE0ET
DUOUWIDTHS  CIBTITGCL.  UTFE]  ClLIDMYTNS). YUDHUID CIBTBIEG BIL 1960 TP
Fo)5BVBISH sV s60TDTedT LisuT6vl] FiBIsGLosWeuTi- B)5sCHMUNs), HL L 1 FHewsVF FmLiGLIT B
BWVBNMGIT  FBISBLOTHYLD BlBPHMS). B)bsL Hlewr, @)sCsrulladlsy HrenrLiLiBw FpLs
Y BT BIGDNSG ClBTT(B), YSHBTV BIBPFHSEI% HeWVFEMGT GlFeiiailiish ommytd BIL L i
LOTLJBEDEN QYT TUIHIDSG]. SHIILIITS, (QBIGHETOT DL LIS HTTHMD GlFS/shsLILIL (HeTer
SIewTL 6y ApigBlsaflear lFsuailiis)  BleweVsend, HUlpss  Carulliseafls)  yrlsrss
SrenTL I ' Lisrersy Gamevmi i 1h, '@l GsmrsV gL sV wmmytd Gamwmef]l FpLimiser
GLITeITD) BT LT H6W6V 6UIg UBIHEGLD UNTeUTHLI LIGLILITUISY GMFUIILILIL (HeiTensdr. G
wPmLh CFILp BIL (B HWSVLI LIHTLIT(HIHET (5B1IGH YL (3)%Cosmuflsy FpLimiser, HL0lps
BIBLPSEIS  BeNVHIOT  LIPLOGILI(GeDLODU 2 MYSILILIBISSILD  UTVTIIY D 6)6TBISENTHS
Blspouens (sl Hewgulledr onfluirs ypweor. BUE% Quisy HewVS GIBTLL/ewL i
LT VG B lsmeor Glouallssmt (Hlb aflGorseyh LFeYLILIBSHID psODUNGILD YD LOBS/TETS.
B)&) EBUpeDD YUIUTS YWIOB|DS/. TOTC6Y, BNb%5 UIe)%ssL Hewr (3)%GoHmTusle)L ot
Gl rL_irjemi_w eugevrmy, UfLmr®B) (pselupenm 6laers6)ls TenTicusrss 2 aTens.

@Oy F QFrmaseir: Lisurest] FhisGevsuri Caruiled, BlspdgIdb HeMeVSHET, BloLpEHemed AMLL,
BTLL i Yy, C&rsi@ hrHh.

I Blpsid

ueuresf]  FBISGUweveuri  FlHECHTUllL  CUmERFADLILYD  FeflGHeuwpd  Esg.
@sCasrullemevds OGasrmiE BTL(HF FAhmrsisermer sl g upsedwri  urbusyyullesi
ysiiggds sl guereneri. Oasrmi@ 24 Br(HsEher seTmTET  Lyeumest] BTL 1gedT (1
u@GSwrsl usuresfl ewwbgisTengl. "Leuref BrTiigedr GLwGr usumesfl sTedtm Haiwig)"
6TeUTLI LjeVeuT GLhewd &ML BHEDTT. SlHepTerFbubsrme CHeurris LrL v Glunm ClaTnkig,
o7 () FeugsHevniIseaflsd @)g10]D PSTDHTGLD. FIDLBST LIeUTewTd @, aubgl,

WwhHSLD (pLpeuld @wibLl B FnBSTL

urirEUTLHl6L susiTHLITL & 6\FHSH 6T

ezseafllQwreflyrd Csporhisef] 2 glird@Lb

SlmpewTTGe. ..
6T QBTLmIGD 'SHBewtT LUPssems maflldF CFiig UlstarCr FmaelamGsm iqma@s
QFstmierermi. (Q&sTmi@ HerehFwid, GHTE&HH-2, 1. 379, 2011) Fbubsi CHeuryd LTigw
HTVSS6V @)6a (5@ BT 6T6edTm GlLIWIT eupBIS W)
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srellfl, usumesfl wWHMID SPS B DSW PSTH YMIHET Fn(HLD '(PdIn L _6V'
(m@aimp) u@GSluiled  FaFT  eTUPBSHOTWeTaTSTY  Yeui 'FRISGeVeUTT  TITMY
wYESLILBGEDTT. s BF eterug Caruilleded(mhg Leurssfl nMleL HeVLILISTHLD,
USLOTSHTET 6TID HTHabeflL b @) Hhgl SLLlEHs CHeursst Feausfl (b HewL_dasevid ClLHM
@)L wrseyb pouliLBEngl. @mbsauisaflsT Hevslenw @)BIGHsTar g HgHIMDUils) HewrLiLig)
STHEHEG BlHTTer Lantenflwiorsd &mBLUBSmgI. @§)sCasruiledlsy FhisGweveuri, Gougsmbruld),
YFCoHFeuL1 CLIHLOTET, CFOTHSTUVEI S STWTT (LPHVTET OB UIOIBISET 6T(LDHS(HEVU|6TET6TI.
"FUTHEHSGLD WeUMTUTHEHSGHLD @) Fmbs svwrs ailerhGHng” (yeveur 9.
uyesflwiiuet, usursfld Hmosev sursvrmi, 1.2, 2008). spsubeurm CFiiusH DG Hevlls vl
CaTuilssEpD HHEUMMBEHLD HewiohlsTaresr. Ceusprwidluilesr Fererdl Hpdhsa CoTdHs
S|whGleTerTgl. FousbGHd UTTUS GG BHOID (PHBT FeTerrs Y ewBHS (HLILIG
@) 5Casrulledsit ApLiLbFOTGMD. HewTHTBTST LeuTells@ ubgh pHHeweT, "FlewsGeouL i
Caroun6& Ty CuiGer & (Heursstl gL HELIHLTCaT" 6T L& LPHEI LTI W6TeTTT.
SeolFA DL seir

18-9ib mromTewTigsd Ca:mwibysbsgsri U Awrrs @) mbs 9 BSCoowi aflsveduiid
GxG8ym, obwer 6H OsTewTL.  USSWTY RH 'SHHSSL gD  HTEUGHENSIWITS
eupmiElwerenmi. @)EsL 1960 L CouswevliLTBs6r Blewmbs Bewsvlt Gl L ST @L. ailsvedlwiib
CasGrm b6t LUsSITeS TIPS EGd: GTIERTLTS §(hH Hend GlFTVVLILIGFIMSI: 6 (HLPEHD
allsvedlwd CxCrr smAlulmbs s L L b @ugbs el uTissCuUTsI, @@ Fmifl eusnr
EeuafllGuw ewoHgHIF CFstTm HTLLTHBIWSTHEYLD, HFFAm Ceusbrwid HbEer 6TedTM)LD
ojeuir Gurmm! euewthISlW|eTeTTI. Qg LICLIHESEG LHMID AsHlewrsd SlHmalpT Dy slweT @)nIE
Eeyib aflwflenFwrsd 6% e L LiLB&ledTmeuT.
FmasCsmulled &L_L_ewioLiL]

ueumesf] Heustt Casmuilsy Garyrmisst wHmid elwrartiseflsr el GseTaTss
FrralllLd s L L Ssmeols uremflepws Uetupyl s o wrwrs, bHEE Blewevds epHL 6o
S|eww& LUl Rerarg|. Camulledler GalafldFaeauiseaflsy o sirar T &@LWls6T HMID eudmlsv
o HBl(HEH@G Opiieud Aewevsmser CFgIGsLILIL L ailgih SefldgHieud eumiihsg). FbisGLeveuri
FEOTUTH] LDMTL_LIG HTWTHETV FFTOUSTTSH HTL Fls6lr, FAeublumomesfler LGaum G mevmiser
WHMID LTTeRNTdH HMBHET HHHULTHF CFgHIGsLILL (HsTerar. Hemevseaflsy 2 erer BHeflerid,
2 L eUemLIL LOMMID (Pd LITEUSHSITHET H&HEHLILTS HewLohlerenest. @&mliiLirs, '@l Carev
9L edled' @ belumid  FHAewevseaflstt  gewflsevsitmer  wmL  llas  Ogefleurss
QegssLILL_(herere. (Her oy iey Brer: 03.08.25)

9| LDLD6IT FeTeuTSHlullev 2 _6irar grevTHeflev GlLIsHT GClBuieumIGeTlesr FMHLBISST LHMILD eV
GeuemsviiLiT(HmeT Clsstemwio Lilef(HLoLilg CFHISSLILIL (heTaret. FausTri Feiredrdluilsy @) (Hd @ LD
SLTTIOTEOT STERTL I BleweVdh@ WIMTH, (B)hiE, GIOETENOWITERT HeweD 2 _ewTTewaud &(HLD
‘sorfw’ plemsvulley APLmbiGeT SewiobgieTeret. @)g Feu-Lmieud) BT 1guwidHHe0 &TenTiiu(hLd
STERTL-OTHIW  Blewsvsemar 2 ewTiHHSMG.  Carulled  Feuisefley  srewriiLBbd
HeV0lauL_(Ho6T F(pLiLewilser wHMID @ewmeusisH@ aupmsliul L GaTenLsenearts LHH]
alleuflgSlermer. FHpsGl ymdFeur @rid Hgnolear Bi Curds OGlFeib pdleners
STeIDCLTS| weTdF FEHVH6T BHIGLD. )5S (HHEHTUlleL HL L ewiliLiley BHTesT@ eumullevassir
S| HGIeTeTesT; UL d@ eurTulledlsy @rTemGsTyrid HewwhgleTeTSI. B)H WMHBSH BleweVd
Caryrwr@l. @)&CsTyrid e 2 wrwTeargid, e CousweliLT(HBEHL 6T  Tn LUl
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HewsUilevrer APLsisemearuld C&TadTL gl. @)Fev BlOTmTHD bg STEdTL U Cpiddlseflsr
APumiseT BT iquids Srewrbisenear 2 ulGrri L rss srl(hdlearper. "Casrulledlsr Glserym
wHlevFeur upewWTeT GaTLewL d Feurrg. @)&Gsruilewed &mM o@m Casrievi
B phssHETET  FetTevrmiseT YBmSTHCH @ermud  srewriiLhEleTmer  (yeveur 9.
uyssflwiuest, ueuresfld & mebHev eursorm, 11.5, 2008).

O|bweit CHTuiledlsy o _6TeT HTdhS LOGDTL_LILD, LOST LOERTL LD WwHMID FHLI LoevTL LD
WDV DL 60 FeMVH6T HEWLOHGHIGTOTRT. TS LOTL LIGH6T (LPeiTL|MLD eU6VLILISSLD
allprwgsmd, @)L LILGHD BTHHD 2 6Teredri. (PeTLEHSSlL 2 srar  FAHL  LedTL LILD
uglolaT (hs GrewTsHemend OlsTenwTL g @)DWwewTL LsHPHe 6lsLlg  WpHseOWmTT &TeVs5FHle0
QFSHIGSLILIL L DL|SLOTET SHTEVTHET 2 _6ITET6IT.

wrefllGuir® Curdl®n Gglewr efrisst, AnsewsCur®h CurflGn Gslewr afrissr
Gumettm FAMHLG FrewTdHsT ADLiL|LlGHemen.

@)sigsirer AME@G Aewev 'B6v ailflEG Hewev' eTeort GUrHDLILGEMGI. A& @D

uremeu' eresranid GlLiessTemiler AP aGBrHLTET RPETHTEW. @)FH6r 2 FHBHGafe) B

2arHWIGTTeL 2 L Cesr |6 (PSHSHIBI6V L6TTTemds LVTEDGI. @)LILjsiTesrens Lsp6Lhm

@ssredw  gallwrresr  OCwrermiGLr Lrellerd  Fliquw  CureredFrallsr

Yeirerensepwujid  lehHeausT@. (Curr. &. OeamisLrésrf, GCasrsig BTi®d

Gsrullévsser, 11.33, 2011)
grewtasaflsy Casl g wpsedlwrfler Apuwpd, Heursg wewerall Fsresribewiouilest FAmuLiwpLd
PGSO IwwbgisTerer. GosYib, @)ibenTL L ailsTerdh$lev 2 srar Grweny weofls) Elaflssr,
Q&L 1g P OwTHleT ASTATOTRT auesTawTS SHHdE, UTLTLOTEN, HL 6T LOBINHEHET LOHMILD
‘LNesrearev Casmevr L d' sridamssir gy dlwest Gl&mTnmi@ Casmullsvseafley @)evevTs HesfldFFmLiLimaELb.
@higd FrECueveuri e0lBIG QUIg6ULTS 2 6TaTTi. ST LTL LGSV & (hEHTOTFDLHST
urT@eugl Gursty APuib HIFTorss STl 9eflsslng.
6TIPSSIILIEHL_LIL|SH6T

"usuresflas Gasmrulledley L Fpliusmsmerd GaFiis Gasiy pHedluflesr emesral

fetresrivemio SO Ljevewio GUbHmeurTs eflerhidujsrerTi. @eur, L,BICHTeNS 6TEITEILD

Levau(pLeiT @)ementhg 'sHanrGlemimall &HlCrmeafl’ ereremid @ewm BLeTdD LHYPIw

Brewew @updlujsirenmii. SoHewas @ewsullsd urLlul L '$&Eema @) ITTUETSmS'

@upBlweui erbGU@LoTeT Sallyrwi (Ysveut 9. upssiwiiuer, usuresfls FBHdHH60

eugsormy, 1.10, 2008).
®eurg wemeral LBIGHTmS. Os 1y wWHeOwri Casmrulled FHmliuews CFISELTEH Lsveurr
LuuGsTens GCarulled yFlarflwursts ussflurHplusterri sterd GFIGU®R GBS DG
Bouswrs 'CETHIG WL VF FHHD  eTeTeRd BTV FADULNGSHIE FmmISDEH.  LeuTewf]
F(HBCHruiled LHMILI LIw HTEVSHET FuHmLiLIL (heTeTsst.

ueurpl gL pyrTenrd waTallsgieurer euraGsen  wWseOwmi  eTSwSTEID.

@BBTVIEGL Levaur &. @GryFrid Lierener, 'gnL DLITeRT euFeTid’ 6TeTEHILD

SewevliLiled 2 ewr etrpg]l 1925-@l6v Geuaflull(perermi. FrisCeveuremrts Curmm

'veurBll  uFDMILT USSHSTIS eTetTemId HTewev 1924-@led  Gleuaflufl Rsiremmii.

'‘CaugprwsSlwibento LlsiTenersSLO)" 6TedTenId HTewsv FHupHaT wp.UT. HbHSFTLOlE

sallrmwir @upBlujsirarmi.” (Bwevgy Brsv, ud. 10-11)
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Gueid, 'Geugprwdlwiben  Ulstewergsily', 'usurdll uSPmItiugsHsTS Y Slw
BTVSEHRSGL Leveur 9. upeflwiiuer o eny Oleusfluilll_(Retermi. UsuTellewwsF FTibhs
ureouTrd) pohemswi ‘allpedail® Hral' ererenid mrewey @uipBlujsrerTi. 'Geugbmuisluiben Lo
ugla', 'Geusprwd  yoHmilivenL sl BTVSET  allsgieuTet 6% uleuds et
HYTLImed @unmLiLL (hsiTerer. LjsVeui @GWhensd 'SlhpewtTd AGsvemL GleusssTLm 6T6dTaR)LD
mrewev 1958-@)sv Glauaflull_(heermi. @)HBHTVHET HewerTHGID SHEUTH LMILFIL @)eTHF
FhewsHetleD SlewL_LiLigh HfHTe 2 6Terg|.
Bl&BL&BemeVF £ LIS 6T

Garullsy FADus semevuilsd BlHDPSSHIHMV LISl ST BlewMbHGIGTOTSOT. BHLTTET
FH(HGBwesfl cpeveur FeTaTlEH@ Y MHASlL CBmHE@E ChTesd YewwsHsLLL (heTerg). efld
B(HLEhFaTdD WHMID WTTHW WYHSIT SfsFerd Curerm ellprTésssr @BiGE FApLUTsd
CasrenTLTL_LiLBh$ermer. sHADLBIGST auifluirs GleueflliLBID Bl&Hpasensy OTLITETS LiouTevf]
Aeuett Cxmulledlev gefllFfAmiiumrs aflarhiGHleTngl. 6T Bd F(HdHBTBISEHL 6T Inlqul &)Ter(H
'oarigs  STERTL U cpiHBlHer sl PBlewevullsv  grewr yewL LiyF  FHApumiserTs
aulg SELILL (ererest. HCHBLIT6V, QM| MBHEHLGIT 6UVF HTeWeVd HTdhdl QMBI Blewsvuilsd
pLrTeT Apub epeveui Casmulled Feuflsy HewwpbgleTarg. Gad, BLOTHHDEGHS STETLD
Bwas@h phH Caeuir FHAswevun, 'FlewLsmas' (2_(BHEmauilesr Gu@m eugeud) eurdld @
Fl(HLomed Fewevw|ld ST LOTL LGSV 6ulgdbBLILIL (HETETET. LOGRTL Lid HTeTHefle) BHTedrd
Garwreaflsefleor  FApumisst  Flaps s  Glwryl  Geueflliu@ibuy  ewwBHFleTeTET.
@ &sCasrwrefllssr  SWlpsHsE  mbg  LOHMIL  GDeuehd  BrLsmBisallsd @)L bW
'S WSSTTT  OHMID  FLOWSH (HS BTLSBIGKETD 6D 'allgragsesr GCUTETD Sms
WThETHefledT YewilienL bhdlHbITiser. S0 Blesrm Blewsvuilsd cpesrm G miomeflsenLb,
SWibHs Blewevuilsd spih Camwmaflujd 2 srereri. G, $Liy @ewas@ B Curiealyer,
LO(HHBISH @)enFdF D HID HEWEVEHEIT 6TETLI LISV FlemeVSH6T SH6vfldFMLIL|L_65T H6WLDHII6ITETevT.

CLpSVEUT LOMMILD HLOLD6T FeiTedrd] LoewTL LI GoMan swrullest i liLi@sluilsd 'Lilesrenrsd
Gareuml L 1d' QB GlLedT HewsvEhismsafler LewL LiLdF Apumiser ADLILTES 9ewLDbHII6TET6T.
@518 Lsurefla Casmulledlsr esflFAmLiLim@ . Swihg) wewrguill’ B o BILD BleweVE6T, BledTm)
HPSTOTHID BlewsVH6T 61T R)FFADLIBISET HLPGL T alleTBIGHISTDET. @)ewer LILHEHLOUITEIT
CumBICHTUllsVHaTlsL  SHTewrd: HlewLGHETH HYflw BVl USlBTTGLD. SNHBTVSHD6V
QasriiIGLl LGSullsd gL LiILBID ‘susref] @' HMID 'CHTeL &Ll &l L sVHeT6dT cLpsL
agauTsS @leweu @)HHs euriiliyerergl. GurgieurTsls Gu@mBICsTUlVS6flL GlFsualuis
YL VSCr BlewmbB(HH@ D, YevTTed @)BIEh BT LTT euiged L 60 FMLIBIGET LO6STL LILD
Wpeugib @mliug Gsrmigl uGGgulle 'Ulstearsey CGasreomi L b CupMphs FmliLienesr
2 _WTTHSHIH DS

Gar mrLrslw Gasyer wewrewiley sHBUTEH @)g Gumeim L GaHTeLTL L Big6iT
CuenTsHeTTsy L LiLi(h&ledTmerr. LsuTesflujld UedTewL W GFy LoewTewfledr (h LGS WTS
alleTBIGHausTev, @) (H LTHlVE HeweL eulgeuBIKafler cpels LGlauTs aHCHTuled Hewsng.
Guogitd, epliewer CFIWD GCLIT HeWeVEhT LMHMID GHMeUsT-GHMDSHDH BLOTF Flewevder
SMBTEVEH H6M6V 611 6BIS%HEHL 6T RUILITIIO| OFiIuSDBTT FMbHD 6T ST 6 BT (S LD.
2li1e] @36

GmaseanTL Y sTIBIS6f6T g litenL_ulled LTTdh@GCUTSI, SLOp LoassTevwTloT B]5% LD %60
LOFLITeTg) FoWLD HMID euflur’ (Hd HeVBISENET eHLOWILTSH e06UdEH UETTHSI6TETd| 6T6OTLIG|
LGS GLpst CLIg) CaUTLD LIMTTSG6emerTds BmLIGCLITLD Be Eco-Friendly
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Qpefllaurdlng). SOPESST BlH1pSHHIdH HeMeV OIL Fhids HTeVD GSTL_GL BT sugevrmHm)L
Ulsiteoremflenwids CarenrL_gl. GCamullsvsst suflur s SHewmserTs L (BT, FepssLl
LeRTUTL(h) eDLOWBIGETTHOLD HlbIphbeT. GMILILTS, suflurl (hEF FLBIGHSHeler sph LGS wrs
LV, UTL D PmId @ewsF o arafll L Bl&psHg1s5 Semevdsst GurpHmLiLl L er. BTl L mi
Qapiieu suflurhsefled HTewTLILIHL 2 enTTFFLILTeuloTeT QYL L BISEHLD, a0 allSlsEnd S,
o Ll QuEpBICHETUIIL HemeVsEEHLD POTEDTEIL_TeTmI LlenawnThagl UeTTHST 6TETLISM G LI
ueuresf] FHasGasruilsy AmpHH FTeTHTEGLD. @)HCHTulledledr S L L daHemsv HMID FAHLBIGenar
tey OCFWDCUTS, YEHTV FBEHLDHMD 6UIGAUBIHET 6THHMEHIW 2 6T6sTd  Blewevuilsy
B BphoHeT sTetTLINS 2 MFILBRSS P4HmH. @)éGasTuiledsit seflFfAmiiy sterug), BTl L mi
L6V LPHMID GlFsuaiis) STeRTLauld ol @)TenT(® BHlewsvsEhd @6 spHHICH ewiowiLl
CQuUDMBLLSZISTST. BTLLTT YL 6VH6T L&HHefler eurpelwGeT@l  FLBIGHSEarT(hid

B TLiys»L_weneu; GlFsualluis) $TewTL_6ulb B)eVdh5H6nT ailHlsEndh@H 2 L L L gI. 3)bs @)Tent(®
wrysswerid spmCFrs GurHm) euarisgleTarsnsd @)dbasL_(HewT 2 MiSILILIBHSSHISSTDSI.
LIL_[I & 6T
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